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and irreverently. War subjects all Government establish-
ments, irrespective of country, to such sudden strain,
swelling them with willing but untrained help, that their
doors automatically open to inefficiency. This inefficiency
does not necessarily, however, dislodge the efficiency already
within: it works side by side with it. Making war is so
great an undertaking that there is room for both. But
there is drama only in the inefficiency, and comedy only in
the stupidity, of officialdom. Its efficiency, hard work, and
wisdom are taken for granted and left unsung. Augustus
does His Bit, in short, is Shaw's court-martial of Colonel
Blimp. So, after all, Shaw did His Bit.

(35)   ANNAJANSKA, THE BOLSHEVIK EMPRESS
Written in 1917. First production by Lillah McCarthy at the
London Coliseum on 2ist January 1918. Not performed in
America,
Among the First Players.
Lillah McCarthy played the Grand Duchess; Henry Miller,
Schneidekind; Randle Ayrton, Strammfest.
6 A Revolutionary Romancelet.*                                G. B. S.
This bravura piece pokes fun at the conflict of loyalties
engendered by the second 1917 Russian Revolution. The
world has travelled far since 1917* Russia, then an
Orientally-minded enigma, is still Orientally-minded; but
as contact with the West forces her to lift her veil she
ceases to be an enigma. This playlet bears no relation to
anything revealed behind that veil, and was notable chiefly
for enabling an actress of great presence and good looks
to appear in a wonderful costume designed by Charles
Ricketts, R,A.